
Summer Reading List 

Grade 9-10 Girls 
 

You will choose and sign up for one of the following: 

 
 
Unbreakable by Thom Shea 
Moderator: Zach Creeden 
  
What was originally written to be an instruction manual on how to live 
for his children in case he didn’t make it home, Sr. Chief Thom Shea, 
a former Navy SEAL and SEAL instructor writes about what it takes 
to be Unbreakable. His career as a SEAL comes with many 
challenges, from war to being a father and husband in a profession 
where the divorce rate is over 80%.  This book is incredibly helpful 
for one’s own journey. Although it is sometimes easy to receive 
positive encouragement and advice from others, it is often difficult to 
believe those messages when they come from within. Shea 
discusses how to use your “internal dialogue” to overcome and 
succeed through life’s hardest moments.  
 
 
 

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 
Moderator: Tim Endicott 
 
Into the Wild is the story of Chris McCandless’ journey to Alaska. The 
story chronicles his personal experiences through the author’s 
recreation of his expedition. However, I think the most intriguing 
aspect of the story is its impact on the people around him: his family, 
friends, and complete strangers. I especially enjoyed reading this 
book because your view on Chris’s journey and choices keeps 
changing throughout the story.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
Moderator: Lauren DuPont  
 
 An up-close look at how one 16-year-old girl and her community are 
impacted when her friend is killed by a police officer. Sixteen-year-
old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood 
where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. 
The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr 
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the 
hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 
 
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling 
him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters 
are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local 
drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants 
to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person 
alive who can answer that is Starr. 
 
 
 
Do Androids dream of Electric Sheep by Philip K. Dick 
Moderator: Saman Abbas 
 
By 2021, the World War has killed millions, driving entire species 
into extinction and sending mankind off-planet. Those who 
remain covet any living creature, and for people who can’t afford 
one, companies built incredibly realistic simulacra: horses, 
birds, cats, sheep. They’ve even built humans. Immigrants to 
Mars receive androids so sophisticated they are 
indistinguishable from true men or women. Fearful of the havoc 
these artificial humans can wreak, the government bans them 
from Earth. Driven into hiding, unauthorized androids live 
among human beings, undetected. Rick Deckard, an officially 
sanctioned bounty hunter, is commissioned to find rogue 
androids and “retire” them. But when cornered, androids fight 
back—with lethal force. 
This book is only for girls entering Grade 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson  
Moderator: Siobhan Sullivan 
 
The book begins with Melinda Sordino starting her freshman year 
of high school with a heavy secret weighing on her.  That summer, 
Melinda attended a party where she ended up calling the police, 
causing everyone (her friends included) to socially reject 
her.  Because of this, Melinda uses the janitor’s closet at school 
as a secret hideout – her only solace is art class.  After many 
months of painful silence and self-harm, Melinda must come to 
terms with what happened at that party and learn how to cope and 
recover from that trauma. 
This book is only for girls entering grade 10. 

 
 
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer 
Moderator: Jeanne Lynch-Galvin 
 
Into Thin Air is a non-fiction best seller that details the author's 
experience in the 1996 Mount Everest Disaster.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed reading this harrowing account when it was first published 
in 1997 - it was one of the most exciting non-fiction books I had 
read up to that point. The story continues to be relevant today 
given the extraordinary number of deaths during this 2019 
climbing season. 
 
 
The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly 
Moderator: Lauren Lesiczka  
 
This enchanting novel is about a 12-year-old English boy, David, 
who is thrust into a realm where eternal stories and fairy tales 
assume an often-gruesome reality. Books are the magic that speak 
to David, whose mother has died at the start of WWII after a long 
debilitating illness. When a portal to another world opens in time-
honored fashion, David enters a land of beasts and monsters where 
he must undertake a quest if he is to earn his way back out. 
Connolly echoes many great fairy tales and legends (Little Red 
Riding Hood, Roland, Hansel and Gretel), but cleverly twists them 
to his own purposes. Despite horrific elements, this tale is never 
truly frightening, but is consistently entertaining as David learns 
lessons of bravery, loyalty and honor that all of us should learn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
Moderator: Karen Davidson-Heller 
 
If you love historical fiction then you will certainly enjoy Salt to the 
Sea, a haunting, compelling page-turner that will keep you riveted in 
your seat. Author Ruta Sepetys, a master storyteller, is passionate 
about researching and writing about “hidden” aspects of history. In 
Salt to the Sea, she brings to life an intriguing tale of four diverse 
teenage refugees who meet on the fateful German passenger ship 
Wilhelm Gustloff. The Germans used the Gustloff to evacuate 
civilians from East Prussia and Poland in an attempt to flee the Red 
Army. The operation was known as “Operation Hannibal”. 
 
On the morning of Jan. 30, 1945, the Wilhelm Gustloff left the Polish 
port of Gotenhafen and was disastrously struck during the night by 
three Russian torpedoes. Within 60 minutes, 9.000 of approximately 
10,000 civilian refugees on board went to watery graves creating the 
worst maritime disaster in history. Through Sepetys clear and 
magical writing, the story of the Wilhelm Gustloff is brought to life 
through the voices of Emilia a pregnant Polish girl fleeing for her life; 
Florian, an East Prussian on a secret mission; Joana, a Lithuanian 
nurse; and Alfred, a prideful young Nazi. 
 
Join me in reading and discussing this heartbreaking, hopeful, tender 
story of four teenage refugees who lived through “Operation 
Hannibal” and the destruction of the Wilhelm Gustloff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black and White by Paul Volponi 
Moderator: Dave Germain 
 
Marcus and Eddie are best friends who found the strength to 
break through the racial barrier. Marcus is black; Eddie is white. 
Stars of their school basketball team, they are true leaders who 
look past the stereotypes and come out on top. They are 
inseparable, watching each other's backs, both on and off the 
basketball court. But one night—and one wrong decision—will 
change their lives forever. Will their mistake cost them their 
friendship . . . and their future? 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 
Moderator: Kelly Scimone  
 
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from 
the cities of the East Coast to the farmlands of the Midwest, carrying 
thousands of abandoned children whose fates would be determined 
by luck or chance. Would they be adopted by a kind and loving 
family, or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor 
and servitude? 
As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such child, sent by 
rail from New York City to an uncertain future a world away. 
Returning east later in life, Vivian leads a quiet, peaceful existence 
on the coast of Maine, the memories of her upbringing rendered a 
hazy blur. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent 
past. 
 
Seventeen-year-old Molly Ayer knows that a community-service 
position helping an elderly widow clean out her attic is the only thing 
keeping her out of juvenile hall. But as Molly helps Vivian sort through 
her keepsakes and possessions, she discovers that she and Vivian 
aren’t as different as they appear. A Penobscot Indian who has spent 
her youth in and out of foster homes, Molly is also an outsider being 
raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered questions about 
the past. 
 
Moving between contemporary Maine and Depression-era 
Minnesota, Orphan Train is a powerful tale of upheaval and 
resilience, second chances, and unexpected friendship. 
 
 
The Children of Willesden Lane by Mona Golabek and Lee 
Cohen 
Moderator: Lisa Cenca 
 
Mona Golabek tells the tale of her mother Lisa Jura Golabek's 
escape from Nazi-controlled Austria to England on the infamous 
Kindertransport.  



Jewish musical prodigy Lisa Jura has a wonderful life in Vienna. But 
when the Nazis start closing in on the city, life changes irreversibly. 
Although he has three daughters, Lisa's father is able to secure only 
one berth on the Kindertransport. The family decides to send Lisa to 
London so that she may pursue her dreams of a career as a concert 
pianist. Separated from her beloved family, Lisa bravely endures the 
trip and a disastrous posting outside London before finding her way 
to the Willesden Lane Orphanage. 
Her music inspires the other orphanage children, and they, in turn, 
cheer her on in her efforts to make good on her promise to her family 
to realize her musical potential. Through hard work and sheer pluck, 
Lisa wins a scholarship to study piano at the Royal Academy. As she 
supports herself and studies, she makes a new life for herself and 
dreams of reconnecting with the family she was forced to leave 
behind. The resulting tale delivers a message of the power of music 
to uplift the human spirit and to grant the individual soul endurance, 
patience, and peace. 
 
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down by Anne Fadiman 
Moderator: Felim Clancy  
 
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down tells the true story of Lia 
Lee, a Hmong child with epilepsy, whose tragic demise reveals the 
dangers of a lack of cross-cultural communication in the medical 
profession.  
When Lia was around three months old, her older sister Yer slammed 
a door and Lia had her first seizure. Her parents, Foua and Nao Kao, 
believed that the noise of the door had caused her soul to flee. They 
diagnosed her illness as qaug dab peg, "the spirit catches you and 
you fall down." Lia's rationalist doctors, on the other hand, treated 
Lia's epilepsy purely as a neurological disorder. Interspersed with a 
history of the Hmong people, the story covers the difficulty in 
assimilating to a new country, traditional beliefs versus modern 
medicine and a parents’ fight for their child’s dignity. This book is 
often a prescribed text for those in the medical professions to help 
develop empathy, while still giving the best care, towards patients 
from different cultures. 
 
The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Iturbe 
Moderator: Mary Anne DiMarco 
 



Based on the experience of real-life Auschwitz prisoner Dita Kraus, 
this is the incredible story of a girl who risked her life to keep the 
magic of books alive during the Holocaust. 
Fourteen-year-old Dita is one of the many imprisoned by the Nazis 
at Auschwitz. Taken, along with her mother and father, from the 
Terezín ghetto in Prague, Dita is adjusting to the constant terror that 
is life in the camp. When Jewish leader Freddy Hirsch asks Dita to 
take charge of the eight precious volumes the prisoners have 
managed to sneak past the guards, she agrees. And so Dita 
becomes the librarian of Auschwitz. 
Out of one of the darkest chapters of human history comes this 
extraordinary story of courage and hope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time by Mark 
Haddon 
Moderator: Deirdre Foley 
 
Christopher Boone is a fifteen year old mathematically gifted boy with 
Asperger's syndrome. Everything in Christopher's life was content 
and moderately happy until he discovers his neighbor’s dog, 
Wellington, dead in their front yard. 
Taking inspiration from Sherlock Holmes, Christopher decides to 
investigate who is to blame for the murder.  As Christopher gets 
closer to unraveling this mystery he discovers that his life isn't what 
he thought it was. 
Mark Haddon does an amazing job of giving the reader insight into 
the world of Autism.  The character, Christopher, is a unique young 
man who achieves his goals, while navigating the world on his own 
terms. 
 
 
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 
Moderator: Jacqueline Rapp 
 



This edition of Margot Lee Shetterly’s acclaimed book is perfect for 
young readers. It is the powerful story of four African-American 
female mathematicians at NASA who helped achieve some of the 
greatest moments in our space program.  
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on 
the moon, a group of dedicated female mathematicians known as 
“human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines 
to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, 
into space. 
This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary 
Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, who lived 
through the Civil Rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the 
movement for gender equality, and whose work forever changed the 
face of NASA and the country. 
 
 
 
 


