
 
 
 

 

 
Summer Reading List 

Grade 10-12 Boys 
 
 

 
You will choose and sign up for one of the following: 
 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom    
Sponsored by Mr. Michael McDuffee  
Eddie is dead, but that is hardly where the story ends. Sometimes, 
the true meaning of life is found after we die. In this book, Eddie will 
discover the meaning of life, love, and forgiveness through the faces 
of his past. This was one of the first books I read that wasn’t assigned 
by a teacher and it honestly changed the way I see the world. It 
helped me realize that some of the most important moments in our 
lives don’t always seem important when they are happening. Have a 
change of perspective in Mitch Albom’s The Five People You Meet 
in Heaven. 
 
Do the Right Thing: A Surgeon’s Approach to Life by Dr. Arthur 
Lauretano (MC’82, Class Valedictorian) 
Sponsored by Bro. Dan Cremin, C.F.X. 
Written by a former Lancer soccer player from Medford, now a 
prominent Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon for cancer patients, 
professional guitar player and a second degree black belt in Kyusho-
Kempo karate, this book “… shows the importance of taking into 
account context, perspective and our individual strengths and talents 
in determining what is truly right for each individual and situation.  
Lauretano learns from … teachers and colleagues, but he also gains 
insight from musicians, cranky patients, IV-drug users and those 
suffering from terminal cancer.  Each of these people has shaped his 
unique outlook on career, home life, community, and global 
conditions.”    
 
 
 
 



Seven Brief Lessons on Physics by Carlo Rovelli 
Sponsored by Mr. Tim Cremin 
This book is a playful, entertaining, and mind-bending introduction to 
modern physics.  It is also surprisingly easy to read and 
understand.  In less than one hundred pages, you will tour the entire 
cosmos, from the minute (quantum mechanics and elementary 
particles) to the vast (gravity, black holes, and the architecture of the 
universe).  I recommend this book because I think it will give you a 
greater appreciation for the weird and wonderful fabric of which our 
world is made. 
 
Starting Small And Making It Big - An Entrepreneur’s Journey 
to Billion-Dollar Philanthropist by Bill Cummings 
Sponsored by Mr. Robert McCarthy 
This book represents a fascinating account, full of valuable lessons 
for readers ranging from high school and college students, aspiring 
entrepreneurs, to experienced managers. Yet the book’s appeal 
reaches far beyond the business world. In Mr. Cummings reflections 
about relationships, principles, and the nature of success, he offers 
tremendous wisdom that will benefit people in all walks of life. For 
students with an interest in business this fascinating story is rich with 
lessons for aspiring entrepreneurs and for anyone interested in the 
role business can play in strengthening community and society. 
 
 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates  
Sponsored by Mr. Paul Moran 
This book takes the form of a letter to Coates' son. This very readable 
book raises profound questions about about race, identity, and equity 
in America. Mr Coates is a highly respected journalist whose work 
frequently appears in The Atlantic and a recipient of a MacArthur 
"genius" grant. This book won the National Book Award in 2015. 
 
 
 
 



Band of Brothers by Stephen E. Ambrose 
Sponsored by Mrs. Maria Crotty 
Thrilling, riveting, horrifying, intriguing. Just a few of the words used 
to describe Band of Brothers. A must-read book for anyone 
interested in WWII history and the comradery formed between men 
fighting a war who quickly become brothers in life. This story, written 
by Stephen E. Ambrose, details “Easy Company”, an elite group of 
paratroopers who were willing to fight for each other to the death.  
Easy Company was part of the most famous fighting group known as 
the 101st Airborne, better known as the “Screaming Eagles”. 
Ambrose writes about how the men of Easy Company meet at boot 
camp, endure grueling physical training to ready them for air assault 
missions, then move on to fight at Normandy’s Utah Beach. He writes 
of the men’s extreme fear of war, the physical and mental breaking 
points that challenge the men, including suffering in foxholes, lack of 
food, hope, and loss of life. He writes of what it takes to survive and 
how difficult it is to lose a comrade and brother. This book is 
recommended for all and highly recommended for junior and senior 
honors students.  
 
The Soul of a Butterfly by Muhammad Ali with Hana Yasmen Ali 
Sponsored by Mr. David Murray  
Muhammad Ali was a three-time heavyweight champion who 
compiled a professional record of 56 wins, 5 losses, and had 37 
knockouts; he became a world-wide ambassador of peace and was 
a worthy recipient of the Presidential Medal of Honor from President 
George Bush in 2005.  Yet, he was a controversial person who 
converted to Islam and refused to fight for the US in Vietnam.   This 
book is a dual autobiographical/biographical account of an iconic, 
legendary individual who dubbed himself “The Greatest.” 
 

On Writing by Stephen King 
Sponsored by Mr. Brian O’Donnell 
A Memoir of the Craft is a memoir by American author Stephen King 
which describes King's experiences as a writer and his advice for 
aspiring writers and creative minds. 

 
 
 
 
 



Unbroken – (Young Adult Edition) by Laura Hillenbrand 
Sponsored by Mr. Rich Hickey 
An Olympian's Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive Gr.10-
12 Unbroken Kirkus Review Louis Zamperini grew up in California 
and was headed toward juvenile delinquency. He smoked at 5, drank 
at 8, and went on to stealing and pranking, until older brother Pete 
got Louis into something more productive: running. Louis eventually 
became a world class runner, ultimately competing at the 1936 
Olympics. With World War II looming, Louis joined the Army Air 
Corps, and it was with the downing of his B-24 bomber that his 
harrowing journey began. Adrift in the Pacific Ocean in a raft, 
attacked by sharks, brutalized as a POW in Japanese slave-labor 
camps, Louis’ is a tale of survival against all odds. This solid 
adaptation is half the length of the original, more visual (with more, 
and sometimes larger, photographs), less descriptive and swifter 
paced. 
 

Frankenstein’s Cat by Emily Anthes 
Sponsored by Mr. Brian Cahill  
The author explores how modern biotechnology is being used alter 
the lives of life around us. Examples include the use of cloning to 
save endangered species, prosthetics to help injured animals, 
cyborg beetles to be used in warfare, and bacteria to produce 
proteins used by humans. 
  
 
 
 
What It Takes to Be # 1: Vince Lombardi on Leadership by Vince 
Lombardi, Jr. 
Sponsored by Mr. Bryan Pinabell  
Leadership continues to be one of the most trained-for skills in 
business today. And no figure so fully embodies the leadership 
qualities managers hope to cultivate in their professional and 
personal lives than Vince Lombardi, the greatest NFL coach of all 
time. 
In What It Takes to Be #1, author Vince Lombardi Jr.--America's 
most sought-after motivational speaker-- examines the leadership 
qualities that his father considered essential to success. He explores 
the leadership philosophy of Vince Lombardi, extracts powerful 
lessons about what it takes to be an effective leader, and shows how 
to apply those qualities to one's own life and career. This book is 
recommended for all who are interested and highly recommended 
for junior and senior honors students. 



Zombie Autopsies by Steven C. Shlozman, MD 
Sponsored by Mrs. Patricia Scialdoni 
A neurodevelopmental biologist with the Centers for Disease Control 
gets down with the sickness when he’s tasked to investigate the roots 
of a zombie apocalypse. 
The book purports to be a copy of the handwritten notes of Dr. 
Stanley Blum, a scientist tasked to study zombie biology. By this 
point, the world has been decimated by a new virus—Ataxic 
Neurodegenerative Satiety Deficiency Syndrome, or ANSD for short. 
Blum is sent, along with Sarah Johnson, a Scottish specialist in brain 
infections, and Jose Martinez, the chief forensic pathologist for New 
York City, to a creepy lab dubbed “the Crypt,” on a small island in the 
Indian Ocean, in order to dissect the walking dead and record the 
findings. At first, Blue is chillingly clinical in his notes. “We need to 
study the hypothalamus, especially as it relates to the rest of the 
brain structures,” he writes. “This is a primitive region of the brain 
that, among other things, tells us whether we’ve eaten enough. 
Zombies never seem to have eaten enough.” But as the horror 
escalates, even Blum starts to grasp the situation. “We’re dissecting 
crocodiles…crocodiles that used to be human. We’re dissecting 
monsters.” It’s a slim volume, but Schlozman weaves a frightening 
scenario, and horror fans will admire illustrator Sparacio’s grisly 
drawings of the disease’s progress. 
 
 
Prey by Michael Crichton  
Sponsored by Mr. Jim Pelosi 
The novel serves as a cautionary tale about developments in science 
and technology; in this case, nanotechnology, genetic engineering, 
and distributed artificial intelligence. The book features advances in 
the computing/scientific community, such as artificial life, emergence 
(and by extension, complexity), genetic algorithms, and agent-based 
computing. Fields such as population dynamics and host-parasite 
coevolution are also at the heart of the novel.  
 
 
The Alchemist by Paul Coelho 
Sponsored by Mrs. Jean Campbell 
The Alchemist tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian 
shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. 
His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more 
satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us 
about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing 
opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, 
and, most importantly, to follow our dreams. 



The Boys in the Boat (Young Adult Adaptation): The True Story of 
an American Team's Epic Journey to Win Gold at the 1936 
Olympics by Daniel James Brown 
Sponsored by Mrs. Elizabeth Paquette 
An astonishing tale of nine working class boys from the American 
West who at the 1936 Olympics showed the world what true grit 
really meant. With rowers who were the sons of loggers, shipyard 
workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew 
was never expected to defeat the elite East Coast teams, yet they 
did, going on to shock the world by challenging the German boat 
rowing for Adolf Hitler. 
 
 
This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald  
Sponsored by Mr. Chris Cleary 
The debut novel of F. Scott Fitzgerald, the author of The Great 
Gatsby, this book follows another young man in search of the 
American Dream during the Jazz Age of the 1920s. He comes-of-
age with a mix of hope, defeat, love, and loss. This will be my first 
time reading this novel as well, so I’ll be discovering it at the same 
time as you. 
 
 

The Dark Knight Returns by Frank Miller 
Sponsored by Mr. Eamonn Casey 
A New York Times Bestseller, and named by Time Magazine as one 
of the 10 best English language graphic novels of all time, The Dark 
Knight Returns is the story of the last days of Batman.  Published in 
1986, and widely regarded as changing the course of comic books 
in a profound way, it is a gritty imagining of a Batman in his later 
years who cannot force himself to live a life of contentment and is 
forced to confront his inner demons.  A treatise on violence, media 
saturation, impotent politics, mental illness, and obsession, it brings 
colorful, campy characters into a realistic world and looks at how a 
cynical American public, at the height of the Cold War, would 
respond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Obstacle is the Way by Ryan Holiday  
Sponsored by Mr. Alex Kissel 
During their championship 2014 season, The New England Patriots 
did a team read of Ryan Holiday’s The Obstacle is the Way: The 
Timeless Art of Turning Trials into Triumphs.  Following their thrilling 
and improbable defeat in Super Bowl XLVIII, the Seattle Seahawks 
– wondering what inspired the Patriots’ unprecedented perseverance 
– decided to the read the book as well.  Additionally, it has been read 
by numerous teams throughout professional sports, including Joe 
Maddon’s Chicago Cubs and Shaka Smart’s Texas Longhorn 
basketball team. 

Ryan Holiday’s book is a modern take on the tenets of the Greco-
Roman philosophy of stoicism, which teaches that our reaction to 
reality defines who we are as people.  In the book, as the title 
suggests, Holiday argues that obstacles do not impede success but 
are rather the path to it. Drawing largely from classical stoic 
philosophers such as the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius, Holiday 
outlines three defining stoic characteristics: perception, action, and 
will, and then applies them through quick stories from both ancient 
and modern history.” 
 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore  
Sponsored by Mr. Robert Bucchino 
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart in the same 
decaying city within a year of each other. Both grew up fatherless in 
similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both 
hung out on street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with 
the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, army 
officer, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business 
leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer serving a life 
sentence in prison? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, 
sets out to answer this profound question. In alternating narratives 
that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of 
surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a 
generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world. 
 
 



“Nature” & “Walking” by Henry David Thoreau 
Sponsored by Mr. David Milliern 
These two short works, "Nature" by Emerson and "Walking" by Thoreau, are 
appeals to the reader to slow one's pace, unbusy the mind, and look to 
Nature.  The authors draw the reader into an aesthetic examination of the 
exterior world.  With a mind toward beauty, the authors endeavor to raise the 
reader's awareness of the exterior world and deepen one's sense of soul. 
 

 
 
 
Frankenstein (Or The Modern Prometheus) By Mary Shelley  
Sponsored by Mr. DJ Cacciapuoti 
If all you know of Frankenstein is what you have seen in movies, TV and the 
many other variations on the story of Dr. Frankenstein and his monster then 
you have only glimpsed shadows of the original.  Nearly 200 years ago a 
teenaged Mary Shelley gave the world an enduring story, myth and 
characters that everyone thinks they know but few actually do.  Long before 
modern science unleashed the power of genetic engineering and the 
subsequent debates around its use and potential misuse; Shelley asked the 
question “just because science can do something, should it?”  In her novel 
Shelley tackles this ethical question along with questions of identity and 
what makes us human.  She does this and more while still providing a 
thrilling horror story.    
 
 

The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Iturbe 
Sponsored by Mrs. Stacey Sullivan 
The Librarian of Auschwitz is certain to hold you in a mode of suspense this 
summer! If you are horrified by the experiments of Dr. Mengele, then this work 
of Historical Fiction about the Holocaust is sure to capture your attention. Read 
about the notorious extermination camp and the children who “learn to read” as 
they pass time in this infamous death camp of World War II.   
 
 



 
Spark by John Ratey  
Sponsored by Mr. David Bavaro 
John J. Ratey, MD is a professor at Harvard Medical School and the author of 
SPARK: The Revolutionary New Science of Exercise and the Brain.  The 
premise of the book is that aerobic exercise physically transforms our brains for 
peak performance. Dr. Ratey has proven that physical exercise prepares the 
brain to learn and retain knowledge. The effects of exercise during any Physical 
activity has outstanding benefits for the remainder of a student’s day.  A brain 
which has exercised has a significantly higher chance of receiving and retaining 
information. 
 
The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara 
Sponsored by Mr. Robert Gregory  
Perhaps the most widely read popular novel on the American Civil War behind 
only The Red Badge of Courage, Michael Shaara's The Killer Angels is a 
character-driven account of the most famous battle of the war: Gettysburg, 
1863. A carefully-researched retelling that received the 1975 Pulitzer Prize for 
Fiction, The Killer Angels is often credited with inspiring a fresh wave of Civil 
War scholarship in the 1970s and 1980s. We will examine how Shaara, using 
memoirs, diaries and letters, creates a new type of historical novel reliant on 
actual historical figures rather than invented characters situated within real 
historical events. His innovative approach brings to life the tragic and dramatic 
story of the "battleground for America's destiny." 

 
Moneyball by Michael Lewis 
Sponsored by Mr. Sean Hurley 
Moneyball is a quest for the secret of success in baseball. 
Following the low-budget Oakland Athletics, their larger-than-life 
general manger, Billy Beane, and the strange brotherhood of 
amateur baseball enthusiasts, Michael Lewis has written not only 
"the single most influential baseball book ever" (Rob Neyer, Slate) 
but also what "may be the best book ever written on business." 
 
 
 



The Dark Tower Gunslinger by Stephen King  
Sponsored by Mr. Dustin Batista 
A #1 national bestseller, The Gunslinger introduces readers to one 
of Stephen King’s most powerful creations, Roland of Gilead: The 
Last Gunslinger. He is a haunting figure, a loner on a spellbinding 
journey into good and evil. In his desolate world, which mirrors our 
own in frightening ways, Roland tracks The Man in Black, 
encounters an enticing woman named Alice, and begins a 
friendship with the boy from New York named Jake. 
 
 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
Sponsored by Devan Pecoraro 
This novel of dystopian fiction set in the near future depicts the overthrow 
of the U.S. government. Society is reworked into class rankings and 
women suffer the most consequences of this new order. Women are 
stripped of not only their womanhood, but their personhood and are 
oppressed in this new society. This story follows Offred, a handmaiden, 
who often challenges her authority figures and quietly fights those who 
oppress her. This novel would probably be more geared towards students 
in higher grades (11 & 12).  
 
 
 
Saint John Paul the Great: His Five Loves by Jason Evert 
Sponsored by Mr. Collin McBride 
From international speaker Jason Evert comes this biography about one 
of the greatest saints of the modern era. Learn about what shaped Pope 
Saint John Paul II into the most seen world leader in world history from 
his young adult years in Nazi occupied Poland through assassination 
attempts in the Vatican City. Learn how God called this man to be a saint 
and how we can follow his example to become Great. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
Invisible Man is a milestone in American literature, a book that has 
continued to engage readers since its appearance in 1952. A first novel by 
an unknown writer, it remained on the bestseller list for sixteen weeks, won 
the National Book Award for fiction, and established Ralph Ellison as one of 
the key writers of the century. The nameless narrator of the novel describes 
growing up in a black community in the South, attending a Negro college 
from which he is expelled, moving to New York and becoming the chief 
spokesman of the Harlem branch of "the Brotherhood," and retreating amid 
violence and confusion to the basement lair of the Invisible Man he imagines 
himself to be. The book is a passionate and witty tour de force of style, 
strongly influenced by T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land, Joyce, and Dostoevsky. 
 
 
 
 
Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut  
Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s 
great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous firebombing of 
Dresden, Billy Pilgrim’s odyssey through time reflects the mythic 
journey of our own fractured lives as we search for meaning in what 
we fear most. 
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