
 
 
 

Summer Reading 2019 
 

1.  WHY READ DURING THE SUMMER?       To keep your skills sharp…  It’s good for you!  
 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, faculty members Richard Allington and Anne McGill-Franzen 
completed in 2010 a three-year study showing a significantly higher level of reading achievement 
in students who did summer reading.  They found that children who do not read in the summer 
lose two to three months of reading development while kids who do read tend to gain a month of 
reading proficiency.    
 
Research shows that reading just twenty minutes a day drastically improves school performance, 
vocabulary, thinking skills and reading skills. Research also demonstrates that choice makes a 
very important contribution to achievement, so we will allow you a choice within a limited range of 
books. 
 
2.  CHOOSE A BOOK FROM OUR LIST:   
 

• Teachers and staff have selected books they enjoy and would like to share with you. We 
have made an electronic list of these.   

• On Monday, June 10, we will make this list available to you via your MC e-mail. 
• On Monday, June 17, you may begin to sign up for the book you choose to read.   

o You will use Sign-up Genius: a link will come via your MC e-mail.  Look for it! 
o No more than ten students may sign up for a book: first-come, first-served 

 If your book is “closed,” you will need to make another choice 
• Base your choice on at least two of these criteria:  

o Personal interest 
o Knowledge of the author 
o Interest in a specific genre 
o Recommendation from a friend, parent, teacher, or librarian 

 
3.  IDENTIFY A THEME 
      
A theme is a central, unifying idea that that helps the reader to understand something about 
himself and his world through his reading experience.  Theme conveys the author’s “message.” 
 
As you read, and in thinking about the book afterward, think about how your book demonstrated 
one of the following themes: 

1. Search for Identity   7.  Survival 
2. Love     8.  Courage and Heroism 
3. Death     9.  Prejudice 
4. Coming of Age           10.  Individual vs. Society 
5. Good vs. Evil            11.  War 
6. Power and Corruption          12.  (Non-fiction) … How to …………….  

 



 

 4.  WRITE A REFLECTION PAPER  
 

• At least two typed pages, double spaced, one-inch margins 
• You MUST include the following: 

o Why did you choose this book?  Include the Title and Author and give at least 
two reasons you chose it 

o Provide an overview of the story’s content, which includes the main 
characters, the main conflict, and the resolution to the problem.  (Or for 
non-fiction, a summary of main points and examples) 

o Explain how the book illustrates the theme you identified.  Please use at least 
4 direct quotes with the page numbers from the text to support your 
response.   

o Explain why you would or would not recommend this book to a friend.  Be sure 
to include the overall message or main points of the work. 

 
 
5.  OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

• Your Reflection Essay is due the first week of School. 
• You will meet with the teacher / staff member who sponsored the book and turn in the 

essay after discussing it with your group. 
• The sponsor will assess your participation in the discussion and evaluate the paper based 

on the rubric below: 
 
    Scoring Standards:  Each item receives a score of 1 (low) – through -- 5 (high) 
         1 = Substandard    2 = Severely lacking    3 = Adequate    4 = Effective     5 = Outstanding 
 
 
1.  Identifies and explains at least two reasons for choosing the text and includes title and author 
 
2.  Explains how the text illustrates a theme:  Essay uses 4 quotes (with page numbers) to support 

what you claim as the  theme. 
 
3.  Essay provides the full sweep of the book – what are the main elements of plot:   

• Who are the main characters? 
• What is the central conflict?  
• How does it all end? 

     
4.  Includes insightful recommendation to a friend, which includes the book’s overall message. 
 
5.  Quality of grammar and spelling; participation in discussion. 
 
 
6.  SCORING………. 25 possible points 
 
 20 – 25 points = High Pass………..Worth 3 points added to 1st Quarter English Grade 
 10 – 19 points = Pass………………Worth 1 point added to 1st Quarter English Grade 
   9 points and lower…………………Need to Re-do the essay 
 
***If you do not sign up for a book by end of June, one will be assigned to you! 
***Plagiarized work will result in School disciplinary sanctions and re-do. 


