Course Guide

Environmental Science

Dr. Chuckran

chuckrand@maldencatholic.org
Students should bring the following to class:

Textbook

Folder 

Pencils/pens

Calculator

Safety goggles

Assignment book

Grades will be based on the following:

Quizzes – will cover one chapter in the text and will be approximately 30-50 questions in length, consisting of both objective questions (multiple choice, fill-in, T/F, and matching) and essays.  If a student is absent before the day or days before the quiz they will take the quiz and be able to make up the quiz for full credit

Mini-Quizzes- will cover both the homework from the previous night and material covered in the last couple of days, the MQ will be a maximum of 10 questions, and will count 1/3rd of a quiz

Tests – will cover a particular unit or group of associated chapters, on occasion students will have the opportunity to use their notes when they take a test.  Tests will count three times as much as a quiz. If a student is absent before the day or days before the test they will take the quiz and be able to make up the test for full credit

Science Articles – will be three paragraphs in length, will be on a topic in environmental science from the newspapers.  Articles will be due on every other Thursday.  You can either e-mail them to me or give them to me on a floppy disc (MS Word).  Science articles will in 12 point font double spaced.  You will also have to hand in a copy of the article.  Science articles will count as one mini-quiz.

Science Papers – will be 500 words + or – 10% in length, will be on a topic in physics assigned by the instructor.  Two papers will be due every term. They are to be e-mail to me or give them to me on a floppy disc (MS Word).  Science papers will in 12 point font double spaced.  You will need to follow APA guidelines for writing a paper (APA.org).  Science papers will count as a quiz.

Projects/presentations – will be on a specific topic in physics that is assigned by the instructor.  At least one project/presentation will be expected from students each marking period.  The project/presentation will be done on PowerPoint and be a maximum of 10 slides, in addition references will be required (APA format), and a short quiz developed on the topic.  Projects/presentations will be done in groups, maximum of three.  The projects/presentations will count as a test.

Homework – will be assigned nightly and corrected the next day, homework will be graded plus, check, minus, and zero.  A plus homework is complete will the questions answered correctly, a check homework is completed but not all answers are correct, a minus homework is done poorly, and a zero means the homework was not done.  A plus homework adds one point to the gross average, a check homework adds no points to the gross average, a minus homework subtracts one point from the gross average, and a zero homework subtracts two points from the gross average.

Labs/lab write up

Students will be expected to write up a lab upon completion of a laboratory exercise in 12 point font double spaced.  A lab write up will have the following:

Name/partner

Title

Purpose

Methods and Materials

Results

Calculations (if any)

Discussion

Answers to questions

A lab write up will be due the date of the next lab.  Lab write ups will count the same as a mini-quiz

Absence from class

It is your responsibility to see me about any missed work.  You are expected to promptly turn in any materials after an absence.

Extra Help

I am usually in by 7:00 A.M and stay until 3:00 P.M.  If you are having trouble with a particular question or problem you can e-mail me and I will try to respond in a timely manner.

If your parents need to speak with me

Have them call the school and leave a message with one of the secretaries in the office or you can have them e-mail me.

LET’S HAVE A GREAT YEAR

