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Lab Due Date:











Period:













Instructor:




Title of Lab: (this is centered and in bold)

Purpose 
What is the purpose of this lab? Generally, what is the reason for this lab experiment?  It should only be an infinitive phrase, not a complete sentence.  Infinitive phrases always start with the word “To.”

Physics example: To determine terminal velocities. 

Chemistry example: To identify simple hydrocarbons.


You cannot use personal pronouns. Grammar and spelling count!

This is the only part of the lab report that does not use a complete sentence!

Materials
These are the items that vary from experiment to experiment. They are unique to each experiment and are generally used up. The materials are to be placed in a table with the lines erased; they are not to be numbered or lettered.
Spelling counts!

Instruments or Equipment 
These are the hardware items that remain after the experiment is over and can be used repeatedly over again, regardless of the experiments. It is the actual equipment that is used to carry out the laboratory experiment.  The instruments are to be placed in a table with the lines erased; they are not to be numbered or lettered.  You may choose to use either word, Instruments or Equipment, in your lab report (but not both!!!)

Examples:  Bunsen burner, thermometer, graduated cylinder, timer, balance

Introduction
This is a brief background about why you are doing this lab. (Be careful with this section; many students loose a significant number of points because they give virtually no real background and/or history of the importance of the experiment!!!)  Grammar and spelling count!
You will also state very briefly how you will proceed in your lab (at most, this will only be one or two sentences long!!!)  
Procedure 

These are the set of instructions given in the lab that you must follow. You are to number and then indent by one tab each set of your instructions. Do not write the procedure in a paragraph form!  Unless I tell you otherwise, you will copy down the procedure as it is given your textbook and it is always to be written in the passive voice.  The past tense is not the same thing as the passive voice, so be careful!!! You cannot use personal pronouns and must write in complete sentences.  Grammar and spelling count!

Example. Boil the solution for two hours
Observations 

Any drawings, tables, charts, etc., will be found in this section. You will state precisely what you have observed while the experiment is being performed. You cannot use personal pronouns and must write in complete sentences, when appropriate.  Grammar and spelling count!

Calculations
Any calculations to questions that were given to you in the Procedure and/or Observation sections will be computed here.  All work and computations must be shown. (For any question that you have to answer from the Procedure, you will state that you are answering the question from number such-and-such.)  . You cannot use personal pronouns and must write in complete sentences, when appropriate.

Results 
This section is where you will explain the observations in relation to the experiment being performed.  Please make certain that you just do not repeat the Observation section again!!  You cannot use personal pronouns and, where appropriate, must write in complete sentences
Discussion
Here you will talk about the accuracy of your experiment and what could have possibly gone wrong with the experiment. All experiments have the potential to go awry and it is in this section where you will address possible errors that you and your lab partners might have made. You can use personal pronouns and, once again, you must write in complete sentences.  Grammar and spelling count!

Questions
In this section, you will answer the questions found at the end of the lab manual.  You will number and write out the questions.  If any computations are required in the Questions section of the lab, you will show all the computational steps in you answer. You can use personal pronouns and must write in complete sentences. Again, grammar and spelling count!

Conclusions
In this last section, you will state if the Purpose you stated in the lab has been met.  You will then tell what you have learned by doing this lab.  Please do not make such comments as you liked the lab or found it “neat” or words to this effect; comments such as these are based on personal opinions and have no validity in a lab report. (I actually grade off when students include comments such as these, so beware!)  You can use personal pronouns and must write in complete sentences.  Grammar and spelling count!
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