Name_______________________________________ Summer 2010

Guide to summer reading: The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara
· Adequate completion of this work-sheet will be 5% of the first quarter grade

· A test will be given on The Killer Angels during the first full week of school.  The test grade will be 5% of the first quarter grade.

Purpose of the book:

“This is the story of the Battle of Gettysburg, told from the viewpoints of Robert E. Lee and James Longstreet and some of the other men who fought there.”—Michael Shaara

The Killer Angels recreates history with the texture of a novel.  It is an historical novel with invented dialogue and scenes that adhere strictly to documented facts and quotations.  The novel allows the reader to enter into the minds and hearts of the men who fought at Gettysburg.

The Battle:  Looking for a decisive victory on northern soil, Robert E. Lee, commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, led his troops into Pennsylvania in the summer of 1863.  He never intended to meet Union forces at Gettysburg.  Indeed, he did not even know they were there.  What happened at Gettysburg took place largely by chance.  What happened at Gettysburg was a result of the previous engagements of the two armies.  Until the summer of 1863, the tide of the war was overwhelmingly on the side of the Confederates.

The characters (also historical figures):  the leaders on both sides were often friends.
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The Confederates (South)

1. Harrison (an actor, not a soldier):  What is his role in the battle?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
2.  General Armistead (Personal friend of General Hancock of the Federal forces.  What is his role at Gettysburg?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
3. Robert E. Lee:
-- What change does he make in his strategy? ________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
 --What motivates him? __________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
4.   J.E.B. Stuart:   Where is he at the start of the Battle of Gettysburg?  Why is his absence so significant?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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5.  James Longstreet: 
--What motivates him? __________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

-- Where does he disagree with Lee? ________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

--What does Lee think of him? _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6.  George Pickett:

--What is his attitude toward the battle? ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
-- What are his feelings after his “charge”? ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7.  Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson: already dead; how is his presence still felt at Gettysburg?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
The Federals (North)

8. The Mutineers (Second Maine) 
-- Who are they? Why did they commit mutiny? __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

--What happens to them? ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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--What role do the Mutineers play at the Battle of Gettysburg? __________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
9. Buster Kilrain (20th Maine): What is his role in the story?  What is his reason for fighting?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
10.  Thomas Chamberlain (20th Maine): describe his role in the story.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
11.  Joshua Chamberlain (20th Maine)

--What kind of man is he? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________--Why is Chamberlain so important at Little Round Top?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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[Joshua Chamberlain participated in twenty-four battles and numerous skirmishes; he was wounded six times and had six horses shot from beneath him.  In 1871, he became a college president.  In September of 1866 he was elected to the first of four terms as governor of Maine by the largest majority in Maine history.]
12.  John Buford: How does he save the battle for the Union forces? ___________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
13.  John Reynolds:  What pivotal role does he play on the first day of battle?  How does he die?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14.  Winfield Scott Hancock:  What pivotal role did he play at Gettysburg?  In what sense, is he heroic?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

15. George Meade: He has just been appointed commander of the Union armies—he is not a major character at Gettysburg.
British
16. Arthur Fremantle: Why is he at Gettysburg? ________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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The Battle
I. Prelude: What circumstances lead up to the battle—pay particular attention to why the battle will be fought at Gettysburg

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________II. Day One: Wednesday, July 1, 1863:  What happens… winners and losers; what orders of Lee are not followed on the first day of battle?  Why not?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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III. Day Two: Thursday, July 2, 1863:  What happens… winners and losers; why was Chamberlain’s position so important? Why was Chamberlain’s charge so amazing?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________IV. Day Four: Friday, July 3, 1863:  What happens… winners and losers; what is Longstreet’s attitude toward Pickett’s charge?  How did the charge affect Pickett?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
END OF WORKSHEET
