Malden Catholic High School
Intro To Chemistry/Physics
Course Syllabus 2009-2010

· My Information:
Mr. Black
Room 210
blackw@maldencatholic.org
Voice mail # 365

· Text:  Prentice Hall (2004). Physical Science: Concepts in Action.  Needham, MA
Laboratory Manual
Guided Reading Workbook

· Things you will need for class:
1. Textbook, workbook and lab manual
2. Loose-leaf notebook
3. Pen and pencil
4. Scientific calculator (graphing or non-graphing)
5. Safety goggles (you can leave them in your locker until you need them)
6. An assignment book.
7. A binder/folder for all hand outs and homework sheets.

· Classroom Policy:
Students should be respectful to fellow students, to the classroom and to me.  I believe in the 3R’s: Being reasonable, responsible and respectful.  These can all be broken through name-calling, put downs, writing on desks or mistreating another person’s property.

The discipline policies in my class are set out to follow the same set as the school as a whole.  Please read your handbook before entering my class so that you are clear with discipline procedure

Please be on time to class and in your seats before the bell rings.  It is expected that you are ready to work with pen and notebook open ready to start as soon as possible.  Do not ask to go to your locker or to the bathroom once the bell has rung.  You will have plenty of time in between classes.  If you are tardy please sit down quietly and see me after class.

If a situation arises in which you need to leave the classroom for any reason, please wait for an appropriate time and raise your hand.  Once permission has been granted you must sign the In/Out sheet at the front of the classroom.  This sheet is reviewed daily by Mr. Smith for people abusing the privilege to leave the classroom.  This doesn’t include going to your locker to get a book.  All books should be on hand for class.

I have a 3 strike policy in the classroom, which is strictly enforced: 
Strike 1 – Warning
Strike 2 – Teacher detention after school
Strike 3 – Classroom Ejection



· Cell Phones: Zero Tolerance
As stated in the handbook, all phones need to be turned off between 8:00am-2:15pm.  Any caught on or ringing during class will be confiscated and passed onto Mr. Smith.  Students must see him to retrieve their phone.

· Performance Assessment:
Your grade will be calculated each quarter from the following:

      a)  Tests (your lab average counts as a single test grade for the quarter)	65%
      b)  Quizzes 									30%
      c)  Homeworks									 5%
											100%
Tests will be announced at least one week in advance.  Tests will consist of a combination of multiple choice, matching, T/F questions, as well as fill in the blanks, short answer and problem solving.  We will review the material for the exam the day before the test.  If you miss school on the day of the review, you will still be expected to take the exam the day you return.

Quizzes will be given sporadically throughout the term.  These will focus on key vocabulary words, important concepts and problem solving.  These quizzes may be announced or unannounced so keep up on the material covered!

Homework will be set approximately 4-5 times a week.  This could come from the textbook, workbook and handouts.  You are allowed one free homework in which you can miss with out losing points.  All homework should be turned in at the start class on the day it is due.  Any late homework will be counted as zero.  Any missed assignments will require the student to complete it during extra help.  The homework will then only be eligible for 70% of the total points.  Failure to return to extra help after school will result in zero and a detention.

· Absences: 
It is the student’s responsibility to see me to get any missed work. You should see me upon the day of your return, either before or after school so that we can arrange when the missed material will be made up.  If you are in school but have missed my class because of a Guidance meeting, visiting a college, (or dismissed from school to see your dentist but returned later in the day), you are still responsible to see me that afternoon to get your missed assignment and to turn in any assignment, or lab report that was actually due during the period that you missed.

· Extra Help:
I am usually in school from 7:30am and I stay until around 3:00pm.  I am happy to review questions and material.  There are no appointments so please show up and see me if you are unsure of any of the class work.  Asking is the best thing you can do.  Coming for extra help shows you care and such visits will be taken into consideration when looking at grade boundaries.  Extra help will be located in the room 210.

· Parents:
      Parents are always welcome to contact me at anytime with questions or concerns they may have.  The best way to do this is via email, I check email periodically throughout the day and if further discussion is needed I can arrange a phone call or meeting.  Otherwise call the school and leave a voice mail.  I will do my best to check my messages once a day and reply as soon as I can.
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